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aresNoa/con thuyén Noa/
Phi Phi Oanh

Mé ctra: 18.00 t6i tha SGu ngdy 23 thang 12 nam 2022

Trung bay: 11.00 - 19.00 (thir Ba - Chl Nhat) tir 24.12.2022 dén hét 05.02.2023
Manzi Exhibition Space, 2 ngd Hang Bdn, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi

Vao ctra tu do

Tré lai manzi sau fron sau nam - ké 1 trién lam cé nhan ‘Thdu/Scry’ vao thang 12 nam 2016 - tai 1an tfrung bay nay, Phi
Phi Oanh tiép tuc khdo nghiém va trinh hién nhimg kha thé clia son mai véi loat téc phdm méi, da dang vé kich thude,
auy md, thi phap. *Arca Noa’ gdm 10 franh son mai thudc cac series khac nhau cting mét sép dat véi hai “Théu kinh
son mai’ (Lacquerscopes). Tén goi clia trung bay 1an nay gdm hai thanh t6 ¢ ngudn gbce Latin: *Arca’ chi dd vat cé
ddc tinh cha dyung, luu gilr, hinh dang nhu cdi ruong / hdm; vén 1a gbc tir clia “Ark’ (nghia: con thuyén frong tiéng
Anh) - ggi nhdc con tau huyén thogi cia Noah va tran dai hdng thily duoc ké trong Sang thé ky. Con ‘Noa’ vén 1a tén
con gdi clia nghé si, & day dai dién cho ké ké tuc, ngudi sé dugc truyén thira di sén tran thé nay véi t&t ca nhang tén
tao va pha huy, chinh phuc va chiém doat ma thé hé trudc dé Iai.

“'Arca Noa’ I& né Iuc ném gidr va luu tra, frong hinh hai son mai, méi quan hé cla ching ta - lodi ngudi véi tréi dét, I
béng ¢t cho sy chdp nhat va y chi chiém hiru cla con ngudi véi tu nhién, khao khat thudn héa va vat héa moi thuc
thé va sur séng xung quanh. Cac tac phém duoc trung bay vira nhu mét su thu luu ngdu nhién nhieng tan tich cla ky
nguyén nay - mét thdi dai lo Ing trong trang thai can bdng mong manh, Iai vira nhu moét su bidu tuong hoéa cdéi nhin
luén dat con ngudildm frong tam.™

Cac tac phdm cing la kham pha cda Phi Phi Oanh vé mot dang chd nghia hién thuc trong son mai; dua trén sy quan
sat true tiép 1ap di Igp Iqi kéo dai nhiéu ngdy clia ngudi nghé si, frong ting budc phi 16p no 16p kia Ién bé mat rdi Iqi
mai nhan di, nhu thé xéi mon, mét hanh tinh ty than da luu déu buéce di clia thai gian, ctng nhu én ky clia cac didu
kién vat ly thudc vé khong gian tuong tac véi xdo déng trong ndi tdm ngudi nghé si. V&i Phi Phi Oanh, quy trinh kién
tqo rdi pha hay lien tuc dé tién t6i mot hinh &nh géi gon cudi cling khién cho vat thé duoc quan sat va khac hoa
dudng nhu hién dién trong nhirng khodnh khéc va thdi diém khac nhau. Khong phai la cdi kiéu bat chop dugc mét
frang thai ddng nhét va duy nhét vé mau / téng sdc nhu frong mét bie dnh, hién thuc son mai ctia Phi Phi Oanh lai
tén tai bdi dé truot/ su vudt ra clia trai nghiém lién tuc bién ddi trong viéc nhin va tham chi c& cbéng nghé dé nhin. Véi
Oanh, chinh tinh chét khé kiém sodt clia son ta la tiém nang ndi bat nhat clia chét liéu nay frong linh vure hdi hoa.

Nhing dang thc va hinh thdi maéi cla son ta dugc tham do & cd khia canh vat ly (thdéng qua thir nghiém frén cac bé
mat va chét nén sang tac khac nhau) 1&n khia canh biéu tugng (théng qua ndi rdng pham vi dién gidi cang nhu dao
sau ly thuyét vé vat liéu). V6i Phi Phi Oanh, son mai, hay chinh xdc hon & son ta, khéng don thudn 1 mét chét liéu tao
hinh bé&t hoat, thay vaio dé Ia moét vat liéu ing bién cé kha nang dai dién cho mot loat cac quan hé dia phuong, van
héa, mai trudng va thién nhién lién tuc van déng va bién déi.

Tinh vat thé déi chiéu vai phi vat chdt héa, Thudn héa véi chiém hiru; C6 géng hiru hinh héa ky e bang hién than vat
Iy, Méi tuong quan gitra vi moé va vi mé, gida vé vé ky Gc riéng tu véi chat van su vi dai ctia quy mé lodi ngudi, *Arca
Noa’ nhdc nhé ta vé tinh hitu han cla t&n tai, dau r&dng hay diét va tai sinh ludn c6 vong tudn hoan tu than clia né,
van cé nhing bién mét khé ma tranh thoat cang nhu khéng thé van héi.

Thong tin vé Nghé s

Sinh nam 1979 tai Houston (My), Phi Phi Oanh tét nghiép clr nhan My thudt, truéng Parsons School of Design (2002) va thac s My thuat
vé Nghién ctu, Bai hoc Madrid Complutense (2012). Nam 2004, c6 nhan hoc béng Fullbright 16i Ha Noi nghién cau va hoc vé son mai.
Ttr dé t6i nay, son mai tré thanh trong tam thuc hanh nghé thudt cla Phi Phi. DI véi co, son mai duoc s dung nhu chét lidu cta
hoi hoa, dé truyén tdi ky tc hay tu duy, dé i nghiém cac ly thuyét hién hanh vé hinh anh, va mé réng t6i cac phuong thac tha
nghiém va qui mé mai.

Phi Phi Oanh da thuc hién nhiéu trién lam I6n trong v& ngodi nudc, tiéu bidu gén day I&: “Scry — Thau’ — Manzi Art Space, Ha Noi - 2017;
‘Pro Se’- National Gallery Singapore - 2017: ‘Make Shift’ va’ Palimpsest’ - FOST Gallery, Gillman Barracks, Singapore — 2017 & 2014;
‘Specula’ - Singapore Biennale - 2013; ‘Black Box’ - Bdo tang My thuat Viét Nam - 2007... Tac phdm sdp dat ao ‘T&r dudinhin Ién’ cta
c6 tham gia du én nghé thuat céng ddng ‘Into Thin Air 2 - Manzi Art Space - 2018.



WANZI
Arca Noa phiphioanh

Opening: 06.00 pm Friday 23 December 2022

On display: 11.00 am - 07.00 pm (Tuesday - Sunday) from 24 Dec 2022 until 05 Feb 2023
Manzi Exhibition Space, no.2 Ngé Hang Bun, Ba Binh

Free entrance

Coming back to manzi affer six years (since her solo exhibition *Scry’ in December 2016), Phi Phi Oanh
displays new results of her ongoing exploration in expanding the abilities and unfolding possibilities of the
Vietnamese lacquer medium. "Arca Noa’, features a series of 10 small and medium sized paintings from
different series and two Lacquerscopes. The title consists of two components of Latin origins: *Arca’ in Latin
means a chest or a strong box used in ancient times as a receptacle for valuables and also by early
Christians for reserving the consecrated bread of the Eucharist; it is also the root of the English word *ark’
which inevitably related to ‘Noah’s ark” and the Flood of the Book of Genesis. ‘Noa’, on the other’s hand,
does not refer to any Bible figures; as Oanh explained: "Noa is the name of my progeny—the inheritors of
this earthly estate”.

“‘Arca Noa’ attempts to hold still and record, in lacquer form, our relationship to the earth and our will
towards the domestication and objectification of nature around us. The works are conceived as vestiges of
this epoch currently hanging in delicate balance and as iconography of its human centered gaze.”

The works here also explore a type of realism in lacquer based on repeated direct observation over many
days and layers then sanding away like erosion - a journey simply reflects the passage of time, as well as
fossilizes and preserves all the mental & visceral states of the artist along with the outer conditions of space.
This whole process of continuous accumulation and subtraction, for Phi Phi Oanh, “leads fo an image of the
observed that seems fo exist at different moments and times. While not tfonally realistic like a photograph,
this lacquer realism is more involved with the slippery ever changing experience of sight and of memory
which | consider to be son ta’s major potential confribution fo the field of painting”

The paintings in "Arca Noa’ explore new representational models of son ta lacquer painting in both the
physical (through experimentations on different materials and substrates) and in the symbolic (through what
can be interpreted and a broadening of its theory). For Phi Phi Oanh, son ta lacquer is not an inert image -
making medium rather it assembles a wide range of relationships in locality, culture, environment and
nature.

Objecthood versus dematerialization, domestication and possession, the physical embodiment of memory
built to last, the correlations between the micro and the macro, between cherishing one’s own personal
memories and questioning the position and scale of the human being, are some themes that run through
Arca Noa.

Born in Housfon in 1979, Phi Phi Oanh received her BFA at Parsons School of Design (2002) and a Masters in Art and
Investigation at the University of Madrid Complutense (2012). In 2004, she received a Fulbright Grant fo study lacquer
painting in Hanoi. Since then, Vietnamese lacquer has become central to her work, which focuses on its potential as a
painting medium to convey memory or reflection, examine current theories of the image and expand into more
experimental methods and scale.

Oanh Phi Phi's notable exhibitions include: SCRY — Manzi Art Space, Hanoi - 2017, ‘Pro Se’ - National Gallery Singapore -
2017; ‘Make Shift" and ‘Palimpsest’ - FOST Gallery, Gillman Barracks, Singapore — 2017 & 2014; "Specula’ - Singapore
Biennale - 2013, 'Black Box’ - Vietnam National Arts Museum, Hanoi — 2007. In 2018, Oanh participated in the public art
project 'INTO-THIN AIR 2° (Manzi Art Space) with a virtual installation *From Below, Upward” . )



