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On our pathway vol.4
An open studio by L€ Xudn TiAn
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'On our pothwoy' is on on-going series thot LO XuOn Ti6n hos been working on since the end of 2O19, up until
now,3 volumes hove been completed, ln the upcoming open studio of monzi, Ti6n will introduce the lotest
developments of this project - Volume no.4 which he described os "born from o concept of o mon lying
inside o frozen lomb bone, in the snow". The volume is composed of two bodies of works - o twin nomed
'Snowy Night' & 'Sunny Doy'. 'Snowy Night' consists of l4 videos orronged os o multi-chonnel instollotion
while 'Sunny Doy' is o 3O-minute short film.

Conned o single moment inside the closed spoce of the exhibition room, 'Snow Night' stoges o nonlineor
story, More precisely, its core setting is thot time got stuck ond unoble to move forword os o mofier of logic,
leoving one isoloted frogment of time bound. Thot moment wos told over ond over ogoln by the co-
presentotions of vorious loyers of scenes repeotedly projected on one woll, reflecting o solely locus from
different perspectives:

A man lying stillon the ground;

A beosf inside a cove;
A gunmon confronfed o swordsman in front of fhaf cove,,.
As their twisted fotes entongled with eoch other, oll chorocters, unoble to do onything of their will, ore
forced to woit.

The opening oct is cleorly monlfested, the ending destiny is olreody disclosed, couses & consequences ore
oll unfolded ond how to go from one point to onother olso hos been instructed explicitly step by step;
nevedheless, oll is in voin. Except loosely joining eoch other into o holf-closed loop of o frozen moment, the
scenes ond the chorocters ore stuck, no possible hoppenings con be ployed, yet the cudoin connot be
dropped, either,

ln controst to such o discontinued frocture, on the opposite woll is o series of independent objects ond
occidentol events - o scottered collection recorded over o long period of time: o winter melon, o needle,
a gun, spear of Longinus, sleep porolysis,.., Though simultoneously projected on similor toblet screens, oll
reject to be imposed under ony hierorchicolsystem or connective structure, As much discursive os they
seem to be, the collected imoges strongely echo eoch other, just like the noturol resononce of o hoiku
poem, Neither logicol rules nor conceptuol choins con explicote these 'elements/lines'; they olso, obove oll,
do not seem to be dependent on their outhor's will, but rother, hove been provoked by some intuitive



feelings, unexpected emotionolwoves or some rondom triggers (such os visuol pieces recolled from o
dreom ond on eor-cotching melody,...), lt's luck & fote thot storts everything, then olljust runs its course.

Adopting o porodoxicolsituotion (yet, interestingly, not disguised os o type of ollegory or trogedy) os o
storting point to frome the entire Volume 4, the ortist does not ottempt to propose ony existentiol question or
poignont reminder of the 'fote ond beings'/ 'self & surrounding' relotion. Rother, he intentionolly resisted the
ideo of o 'SEARCII', oimed to do nothing but simply to 'FIND & PICK UP' then 'OFFER' whot
remoined to everyone.

"Trees bearfruit,ftuit ripens, and thenfalls. I pickup somefruits and temporarily call them:
'On our pathway"'

- Artist's stotement obout his project

Probobly thot's the reoson why'Snowy Night' (ond Vol.4 generolly), despite its distinctive toste (interspersed

with flovors of fontosy ficlion ond twisting mythicol norrotive) con not be served os o full course thot we con
enjoy eosily ond quickly. The onongement of multi-chonnelstroining time & spoce is not o meticulous
preporotion for o specific climox or denouement thot would instontly ovenarhelm us by generoting shock
woves ond nervous vibrotions in our broins. Controstly, other type signols to be detected, discordont notes
ore quietly woiting in the monotone, Such lyricism of chonce ond uncertointy.

LO Xudn Ti6n hos o colloge opprooch in his proctice, using vorious moteriols os input resources: his originol
videotopes (both deliberotely recorded or occidentolly encountered), hond-drown onimotion, mixed with
found footoge ond public imoges on the internet, The visuol doto, therefore, is rich ond row, yet monoged
to be blended smoothly, though not sofi of oll. Once in o while, we con cotch o toste of bitter, on offkey
note, irritoting like o smoll cut on finger. Throughout the 'Snowy night', these 'cufs' ore so shollow, just

enough to scrotch onto o tense & smooth surfoce stretching by block-groy-white polette ond monotonous
sound.

How weok the cuts ore,.,
But in the endless loop of screenings, when our eyes get used to the spoce ond dorkness hos foded,
when our eors become fomilior with the sound ond thot initiolly menocing stormy night hos cloimed to be
no more threot,
in such diluted stotus of spoce ond time,...
feelings of these cuts ore groduolly more obvious ond intense, to o point thot's so olorming.
No longer oble to ignore it, our consciousness is tropped ond pulled off its trock.

The Silent - The Seen - The Reod elements (the onchors our consciousness holds onto to novigote the visuol
longuoge) in the imoges of 'Snowy night' ond the whole Vol.4 os well, ore frogmentory ond chootic, The

cues for reosoning ore, therefore, vogue ond useless, Perhops by this woy, our mind con be releosed from
the tyronny of consciousness, thus, fresh ond truthful observotion will be followed, with honest
contemplotion noturolly coming oftenarords, no more requiring o definite conclusion.

"For we ore like the green eorth thot woits for snow
And like snow thot woits for the thaw,"

- Paul Ernsf (Brunhild)

Open sludio will display 'Snowy night' unlil the end of 30 September, end wilh o FINALE evenl including a
screening 'Sunny day', followed by an ailisl tolk on lhe afternoon of 0l Oclober

. PROJECT'S WEBSITE D) hftps://onourpothwoy.wordpress,com/

O ARIISI'S WEBSITE>>> https:/lxtien.wordpress.com/


